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EALING PERFORMANCE AND ARTS CENTRE 

DEMAND SURVEY 2013

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

INTRODUCTION

Research has been conducted to gauge public interest in a proposed Performance and Arts Centre, to be located in Ealing.

The survey comprises interviews with a representative cross-section of residents in Ealing and neighbouring areas.

Areas covered by the Demand Survey

	Region
	Post codes
	Estimated population

	Ealing
	W3-7 & W13-14
	265,000

	Harrow, Wembley & Willesden
	HA1-3, HA9, HA0 and NW10
	130,000

	Kew, Twickenham, Richmond & Hounslow
	TW1-4 & TW7-10
	155,000

	Southall, Hayes, Northolt & Greenford
	UB1-6
	120,000


Source of population statistics: Office for National Statistics

The combined population of these areas is therefore estimated at 670,000.

A total of 400 online interviews have been conducted with residents aged 16 or over in those areas. Quotas were set for region, gender and age and survey results have been weighted to ensure that the sample is representative of the population.

The research was conducted by independent research consultancy Purple Market Research Ltd. in August and September 2013.

REQUIREMENT FOR A PERFORMANCE AND ART CENTRE IN EALING

The research demonstrates the importance of performance and the arts to the area.  Of all respondents to the survey, 88% believe that performance and arts events should be available to everyone and 78% agree with the proposition that performance and arts events are important to the community.

However most residents of Ealing and neighbouring areas believe that the region is not currently well served by performance and arts facilities.  When asked whether they would like to see more performance and arts facilities serving Ealing and neighbouring areas, 63% answer ‘definitely’ or ‘probably’ and further 29% respond ‘possibly.’  Only 6% disagree.

There is clearly, therefore, a strong belief that an important facet of community life is not currently being satisfied.

INTEREST IN THE EALING PERFORMANCE AND ART CENTRE

When shown a brief description of a proposed Ealing-based Performance and Arts Centre, 58% claim that they would ‘definitely’ or ‘probably’ use such a centre.  A further 30% would possibly use it (if the type of events or activities and the pricing were right), so that only 12% claim that they would not use such as centre.
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Enthusiasm for the proposed centre is highest in Ealing itself, but encouragingly interest is also high in neighbouring areas, particularly when those areas do not already have performance or arts venues or when the transport links make Ealing convenient to get to.

Survey respondents who are particularly positive about the proposed centre tend to cite the convenience of having the facility on their doorstep, the current lack of this kind of facility in the area and their love of the arts.

Such a centre would also have a significant economic benefit for the Ealing Broadway area.  Seven out of ten respondents claim that the introduction of an Ealing Performance and Arts Centre would make them more likely to visit the Ealing Broadway area, which would clearly benefit businesses in the area, such as  retailers, restaurants, cafes and pubs.

CONCLUSIONS

The research demonstrates that there is a real need for a performance and arts venue in Ealing, given the importance of the arts to a community and the current dearth of facilities in Ealing and neighbouring areas.

The proposed Ealing Performance and Arts Centre is seen as a compelling solution to fill this gap.  In total only 12% of survey respondents claim that they would not use such a centre.  That indicates that the number of potential visitors to such a centre is over half a million just from residents of Ealing and neighbouring areas. And that figure does not include visitors from further afield.

The Centre therefore has the potential to fill an important gap in the market and its success has the potential to enhance both the lives of residents and the performance of businesses in the area.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

For further information on the research, contact the Campaign for an Ealing Performance & Arts Centre (CEPAC) at www.cepac.org.uk.
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